
THE NEW SUSPECT CLASS:  
Cyborgs - Should Damage to an Advanced  
Prosthetic be Personal Injury or Property Damage?
Monday, September 28, 2015 | 6:30pm-9pm
Price: Free  

This event, which is open to the public, explores whether individuals who rely on prosthetics or other devices to perform 
daily activities should be able to sue for personal injury when their prosthetic/device has been damaged by another. 
Currently, if someone’s prosthetic gets damaged in an accident, they cannot recover their lost time from work or lost  
enjoyment of life. They have only suffered property damage and are only entitled to recover the cost of the repair. 
Also, to the extent that advanced neural prosthetics are extensions of the human body, should they be covered 
under standard medical coverage as opposed to coverage for durable medical equipment?

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

Sponsoring Committee(s): Science & Law Committee, Henry P. Behnen, Chair

Moderator: 
JON D. LICHTENSTEIN
Gordon & Silber, P.C.
Author of “Rights of Cyborgs: Is Damage To Prosthetic a Personal Injury?” and
“Updating Tort Law for Advances in Prosthetics”

Speakers: 
GEOFFREY LING, M.D., PH.D. 
Retired Colonel US Army, Director, Biological Technologies Office DARPA*; Neuro Critical Care Physician,  
former Assistant Director of Medical Innovation White House Office of Science and Technology.

*“The views expressed by Dr. Ling are his own and do not reflect the official policy or position of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency,  
Department of Defense, or the U.S. Government.”

Dan Ignaszewski
Director, Government Relations and Marketing, Amputee Coalition

Fred Downs
Retired Director, US Department of Veterans Affairs, VA

Professor Mark Geistfeld 
NYU Professor of Tort Law

Jodie McElwain-Rodrigues
Independent Living Specialist - Westchester Disabled on the Move

David McGill
Vice President Reimbursement & Compliance, Ossur Corporation

Sander Rabin, M.D., J.D.
Director The Center for Transhuman Jurisprudence, Inc.

Dr. Geoffrey Ling and Fred Downs

http://services.nycbar.org/Members/Event_Calendar/Members/Event_Calendar.aspx
http://www.gordon-silber.com/pdf/3-25-15-NYLJ-Rights-of-Cyborgs.pdf
http://gordon-silber.com/pdf/8-28-15-NYLJ-Updating-Tort-Law-Advances-Prosthetics.pdf

